Math 201—Spring 2008

Buckmire and Gallegos

Community Based Learning Proposal

We are excited to be working with you this semester!  As part of that, we need to start arranging your community based learning as soon as possible.  We have already discussed that there are many options for you to implement this part of the course.  Now is the time for you to propose what you would like to do for this semester.  Reflect on the options, feel free to create your own, and put the following down on paper:
1. Choose a location/population you would like to focus your time on this semester.  Identify if you have any contacts with the said population.  Take some sentences to explain what it is about this population that makes you want to work with them.

2. Describe your goals in working with your chosen population.  This should include a description of the work you want to accomplish and the time it will take to do it.  Be as specific as you can manage in this section.  Really envision what a successful CBL semester will look like for you and use that vision to concretely define your goals.

3. Finally include a paragraph about why you have chosen the type of work and the goals that you have in part two.  Does it come from your own mathematical experiences thus far?  Or goals you have for yourself in the future?  Use this as an opportunity to reflect on yourself and to tell us more about you.

The entire proposal should be at least one page in length, but preferably around two.  As with any writing assignment, make sure to spell check and proof read what you are submitting to us.  Note that your proposal can include coordinated efforts with another member of the class.
Pleas bring your project proposal to class next week, Monday, February 11th, 2008.
Enjoy!
READING for Next Week (Wednesday February 7)
radical equations, Foreword and Chapter 1 (pp. vii-22)

Questions for Discussion of the Reading
1.  In general, what was your response to Bob Moses’ argument as math literacy as a social justice issue?  Why might it sound, as it did to David Dennis in the foreword, as if Bob Moses were losing his mind?

2.  What role does the community have in Moses’ Algebra project?  What do you think of this argument?

3.  Moses compares today’s students who aren’t getting the math education they need to sharecroppers.  What do you see as the reason for this analogy?

4.  What do you think of the argument Moses makes (p.9) that students have to absorb a lot of uninteresting and abstract math before they are ever allowed to see anything interesting in it?

5.  If, as Moses argues, the technology center has shifted to computers, and the language of computers is mathematics, why does there continue to be a culture where math illiteracy is accepted and considered normal?
