Math 201 Spring 2008
Mathematics, Education & Access To Power
Monday January 28
READING: pp 1-12, How Students Learn
 To think about for our next meeting…
(We suggest you write these up to reflect on later in the semester—you will not need to turn them in next week, but we will use your answers as a jump off point for discussions next week)

1.  If you think about 201 being a successful and rewarding experience for you, what would that experience be?

2.  Recall your first encounters with algebra in your education experience.  What was your first algebra experience like?  Was it easy?  Was it hard?  Were some things easy?  Were some things hard?  What was the setting?  What techniques did the teacher try?  How many students were in the classroom?  Were you encouraged to take algebra early or late in your education? …
READING for Next Week (Monday February 4)
radical equations, Foreword and Chapter 1 (pp. vii-22)

Questions for Discussion of the Reading
1.  In general, what was your response to Bob Moses’ argument as math literacy as a social justice issue?  Why might it sound, as it did to David Dennis in the foreword, as if Bob Moses were losing his mind?

2.  What role does the community have in Moses’ Algebra project?  What do you think of this argument?

3.  Moses compares today’s students who aren’t getting the math education they need to sharecroppers.  What do you see as the reason for this analogy?

4.  What do you think of the argument Moses makes (p.9) that students have to absorb a lot of uninteresting and abstract math before they are ever allowed to see anything interesting in it?

5.  If, as Moses argues, the technology center has shifted to computers, and the language of computers is mathematics, why does there continue to be a culture where math illiteracy is accepted and considered normal?
