Math 300








Spring 2007

Major Writing Assignment #3

For this assignment, you will write a brief essay on a research paper or an expository essay on a problem or topic in mathematics (not a “news” article or other item related to mathematics) that you find in an appropriate mathematics journal.  Your essay should be around 2-3 pages long, will be expository, and should convey a sense of your understanding of the paper you have read.

Think of this as an opportunity to continue exploring possible topics or areas of interest for your senior comprehensive project. Recall the topics you chose before in the beginning of the class and gave a short 2-minute oral presentation on. I would encourage you to go to the library and just sit with some of the mathematics journals (section QA) and just flip through looking at the articles for something of interest.  Specifically, you might consider (some of these are in the Mathematics reading room in Fowler 310, others may not be, but some professors may have them):

· MAA’s Mathematics Magazine

· MAA’s The College Mathematics Journal

· MAA’s The American Mathematical Monthly (usually a bit more technical)

· The Pi Mu Epsilon Journal

· PRIMUS

Or you might talk with a faculty member and see if they have some ideas of journal articles in a particular area of interest to you (e.g., combinatorics, statistics, differential equations, set theory, mathematical modeling, etc.)  

When you find something that looks interesting to you, and seems reasonably accessible, begin reading the article and try to understand the problem, the methodology, and the results as fully as you can.  Then summarize the statement of the problem, the work done in addressing the problem, and any conclusions reached by the author(s) in your brief essay.  Since you are summarizing someone else’s work, you need to include a bibliography of this item at the end of your paper and an appropriate reference to this paper at the beginning of your essay.

Final draft due:  Tuesday, April 31, in class or in an attachment via email by 1:30 pm 

