Math 300








Spring 2007
Major Writing Assignment #2

For this assignment, you will write a relatively comprehensive summary of the fundamental ideas from one the courses for which you are being the Comps Exam “expert.”  While you can (and should) work closely with the other person(s) in Math 300 focusing on the same course, each of you must write your summary separately.

The paper should begin with a very brief overview/description of basically what the course is about.  Then move through the fundamental ideas one at a time, clearly but succinctly explain them, give appropriate definitions or fundamental theorems, and perhaps enhance each one with a key example.  It will be very important that all these pieces related to a single idea flow well one to the next.  The other thing to keep in mind as you write this is how you connect from one fundamental concept to the next – there should be some logic to this, and your paper should flow from one idea to the next, not just be a collection of discrete, disconnected sections.  As you write, you may find that a few of the fundamental ideas you listed on your sheet are not quite as fundamental as others – that is OK, you should really stick with the most fundamental concepts from the course.  If you end up with 4-8 core concepts that essentially give the whole flavor of the course, that will be acceptable.

You should assume basic mathematical familiarity in your reading audience (e.g., a frosh or sophomore math major), but don’t make the reader have to interpret the key ideas you are trying to express.  At the end, you might go back and read the whole essay, and ask yourself, “If I had all the pre-requisites for the course, but hadn’t taken it yet, would I get a clear and fairly complete sense of the course from having read this essay?”  

While I hesitate to give a strict minimum or maximum page limit for this assignment, I would assume that you will need at least 5 pages, and you’re probably going into too much detail or covering too many concepts (getting away from the truly fundamental ones) if it is any longer than 10 pages.

Do not plagiarize your text!  If you truly copy something verbatim from your text, then appropriately cite it and list the text in a bibliography.  However, I would prefer that these summary ideas are in your own words and represent your own reflection on this course.  Since this is “general knowledge” then, you do not need citations or a bibliography.  

You may continue to work with your “expert” pair (or triple), but your writing needs to be done on your own.  You can generate ideas together, and can give each other feedback, but you must each write your own, distinct summary.

First draft due:  Tuesday, March 20, in class or in an attachment via email by 1:30 pm

Final draft due: Tuesday April 3, in class or in an attachment via email by 1:30pm
